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A

Cat sees Mother Bear at the door,
and says, “Wait, Little Bear.

2

Do not eat yet.

Shut your eyes, and say one, two, three.”
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A

“and here is some soup for you, Cat,

and here is some soup for me.

Now we can all have some Birthday Soup.”

: 1
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I Can Read Books are widely recognized as the premier line of
beginning readers. Begun in 1957 with Else Holmelund Minarik
and Maurice Sendak’s LITTLE BEAR, the line includes more than
200 titles. Featuring award-winning authors and illustrators and
a fabulous cast of classic characters, I Can Read Books
introduce children to the joy of reading.

Ideal for sharing with your emergent
reader

Simple sentences and familiar words for
children eager to read on their own

High interest stories and language play for
developing readers

More complex themes and plots for the
independent reader

The perfect bridge to chapter books

These “levels™ are meant only as general guidelines. Each
child learns in his or her own way, some reading through the
levels in succession, others choosing to go back and forth
between levels. You can increase your child’s confidence as a
reader by encouraging his or her own interests and abilities.
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“And maybe,” said Mother Bear,

“you are a little fat bear cub

with no wings and no feathers.
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“I'm égigtoﬂy to the moon,”
said Little Bear.

“Fly!” said Mother Bear.

“You can’t fly.”

%

y
K

S

“Birds fly,” said Little Bear.

#
“Oh, yes,” said Mother Bear.
“Birds fly, but they don’t fly to the moon.
And you are not a bird.”

“Maybe some birds fly to the moon,
I don’t know.

Andmaybe I can fly like a bird,”

said Little Bear.
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Little Bear thou ght.

234

I will jump from a good high spot,
far up into the sky,

and fly up, up, up.

I will be going too fast

to look at things,

% so I will shut my eyes.
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“Maybe if you jump up
you will come down very fast,

with a big plop.”

“Maybe,” said Little Bear.

“But I'm going now.
Just look for me up in the sky.”

“Be back for lunch,” said Mother.
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“Oh, Mother Bear,” says Little Bear,

“what a big beautiful Birthday Cake!
Birthday Soup is good to eat,

but not as good as Birthday Cake.
I am so happy you did not forget.”

He

“Yes, Happy Birthday, Little Bear!”

\ Pl
N

S
28

says Mother Bear.
“This Birthday Cake is a surprise for you.
I never did forget your birthday,

and I never will.”
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Little Bear shuts his eyes

and says, “One, two, three.”
Mother Bear comes in with a big cake.

“Now, look,” says Cat.

W R oo R oo (e o (s

. /
28 AN US USSR USRS USSR DS ACS IS ASI S OEIUSTE830s2Us





6_1.png
5305 30806808053 Vs UBRUSeUsaalasasisalaallssaisaladls

LITTLE BEAR

memwmmaﬁmwmmi





20_0.png
BU5EU5 sVas0s8Vas UsaUstlaUsaUselUaiailasUsssalaallssaisals

LITTLE BEAR GOES TO THE MOON

3 O8

A

“I have a new space helmet.

I am going to the moon,” said Little Bear to

Mother Bear.
“How?” asked Mother Bear.
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BIRTHDAY SOUP
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“Mother Bear,
Mother Bear,

Where are you?” calls Little Bear.

“Oh, dear, Mother Bear is not here,
and today is my birthday.
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And he was not cold.

What do you think of that?
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So Little Bear begins to make soup

in the big black pot.

First, Hen comes in.

“Happy Birthday, Little Bear,” she says.
“Thank you, Hen,” says Little Bear.

24
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"I think my friends will come,

but I do not see a birthday cake.

My goodness—no birthday cake.
What can I do?

The pot is by the fire.

The water in the pot is hot.

If T put something in the water,
I can make Birthday Soup.

All my friends like soup.

Let me see what we have.

We have carrots and potatoes,
peas and tomatoes;

I can make soup with

carrots, potatoes, peas and tomatoes.”
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Next, Duck comes in.

“Happy Birthday, Little Bear,” says Duck.
“My, something smells good.
Is it in the big black potr”
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Hen says, “My! Something smells good here.

7\"-
Is it in the big black potr”’
“Yes,” says Little Bear,
“I am making Birthday Soup.

\.."4

Will you stay and have some?”

“Oh, yes, thank you,” says Hen.

And she sits down to wait.
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Next, Cat comes in.

“Happy Birthday, Little Bear,” he says.
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“Thank you, Duck,” says Little Bear.
“Yes, I am making Birthday Soup.

Will you stay and have some with us?”

“Thank you, yes, thank you,” says Duck.

And she sits down to wait.
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“Now, here is some soup for you, Hen,’
says Little Bear.

“And here is some soup for you, Duck,
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“Thank you, Cat,” says Little Bear.
“I hope you like Birthday Soup.
I am making Birthday Soup.”

Cat says, “Can you really cook?
If you can really make it,

I will eat it.”

“Good,” says Little Bear.

“The Birthday Soup is hot,

sO we must eat it now.

We cannot wait for Mother Bear.

I do not know where she is.
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WHAT WILL LITTLE BEAR WEAR?
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See the snow.

See the snow come down.

Little Bear said, “Mother Bear,

I am cold.

See the snow.

I want something to put on.” §
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“Put it on your head.”

“Oh,” said Little Bear,

“it is a hat.

Hurray! Now I will not be cold.” %

Little Bear went out to play.
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So Mother Bear made something

for Little Bear.
“See, Little Bear,” she said,
“I have something for my little bear.

Here it is.
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“See, Little Bear,” she said,

A

2
2.

“I have something,
something for my little bear.
Put it on.”

“Oh,” said Little Bear,

““it is a coat.

oS oo SRR o (s o (25

Hurray! Now I will not be cold.”

Little Bear went out to play. %
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Here is Little Bear.

“Oh,” said Mother Bear,

“do you want something?”
“I am cold,” said Little Bear.
“I want something to put on.”

So Mother Bear made something

for Little Bear.
e
BOSKUS
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So Mother Bear made something
again for Little Bear.

“See, Little Bear,” she said,
“here is something,

something for my little bear.

Now you cannot be cold.

Put it on.”

“Oh,” said Little Bear, %
“snow pants. Hurray!

Now I will not be cold.”

Little Bear went out to play. ..
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Here is Little Bear again.
“Oh,” said Mother Bear,
“do you want something?”
“I am cold,” said Little Bear.

“I want something to put on.”
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“My little bear,” said Mother Bear,

“you have a hat,
you have a coat,

you have Snow pants.

Do you want a fur coat, too?”
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Here is Little Bear again.

“Oh,” said Mother Bear,

“what can you want now?”
“I am cold,” said Little Bear.

“I want something to put on.”
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“Yes,” said Little Bear.

b

“I want a fur coat, too.’

Mother Bear took the hat, the coat,

and the snow pants.

“See,” said Mother Bear,

S S S o a o

&3¢

ST
b

“there is the fur coat.”

2

“Hurray!” said Little Bear.

“Here is my fur coat.

Now I will not be cold.”
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Mother Bear
1s always there

When it is cold, Mother
Bear knows just the right
coat to keep Little Bear
warm. When he flies to the
moon and back, she has
lunch waiting for him. And of course she
has the perfect surprise for his birthday!

Other | Can Read Books you may enjoy
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The Fire Cat

Nathaniel Benchley
A Ghost Named Fred
Oscar Otter

Red Fox and His Canoe

Crosby Bonsall

And I Mean It, Stanley
Tell Me Some More
Who's Afraid of the Dark?

Nola Buck

Creepy Crawly Critters and
Other Halloween Tongue
Twisters

Barbara Shook Hazen
Digby

Susan Hill

Stuart at the Fun House
Stuart at the Library
Stuart Hides Out
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Silly Tilly’s Thanksgiving
Dinner
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I Can Read Books®

Syd Hoff

Albert the Albatross

Barkley
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Captain Cat

Chester
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Danny and the Dinosaur Go to
Camp

Grizzwold

Happy Birthday, Danny and the
Dinosaur

The Horse in Harry’s Room

Julius

The Lighthouse Children

Mrs. Brice's Mice

Oliver
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Stanley

Who Will Be My Friends?

Edith Thacher Hurd
Johnny Lion’s Bad Day
Johnny Lion’s Book
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Crockett Johnson
A Picture for Harold’s Room

Nurit Karlin
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Peggy Parish
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Joanne Rocklin
This Book Is Haunted

Alvin Schwartz
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Other Noodle Tales
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“I wish that I could sit on a cloud

and fly all around,” said Little Bear.

“You can’t have that wish, my Little Bear,

said Mother Bear.

]
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“Little Bear,” said Mother Bear.

“Yes, Mother,” said Little Bear.

“You are not asleep,” said Mother Bear.
“No, Mother,” said Little Bear.

“I can’t sleep.”

“Why not?” said Mother Bear.

“I'm wishing,” said Little Bear.

“What are you wishing for?”
said Mother Bear.
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“Then I wish I could find a tunnel,”

N\,
bt

%S

said Little Bear.
“Going all the way to China.
I would go to China and come back

with chopsticks for you.”

“You can’t have that wish, my Little Bear,”

said Mother Bear.
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“Then I wish that I could find a Viking boat,”

said Little Bear.

N

v,
A

2
2

“And the Vikings would say,

Come along, come along]!

Here we go. Away! Away!’”

‘You can’t have that wish, my Little Bear,”

said Mother Bear. é

el
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“Tell me more about me.”
“Well,” said Mother Bear,

“once you thought you had no Birthday Cake,
s0 you made Birthday Soup.”

“Oh, that was fun,” said Little Bear.

“And then you came with the cake.

% You always make me happy.”

=
oz
7

\ .
% “And now,” said Mother Bear,

“you can make me happy, too.”

“How?” said Little Bear.
“You can go to sleep,”

said Mother Bear.
“Well, then, I will,” said Little Bear.
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“once you put on your space helmet

and played going to the moon.”
“That was fun, too,”

said Little Bear.

“Tell me something rhbre about me.” \
“Well,” said Mother Bear, ,
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A princess would come out and say,

‘Have some cake, Little Bear,’

and I would have some.”

“You can’t have that wish, my Little Bear,”

% said Mother Bear.
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“Then I wish I had a big red car,”
said Little Bear.
“I would go fast, fast.

I would come to a big castle.
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I

and you wanted something to put on.’

“Well,” said Mother Bear,

“once you played in the snow,

’

“Oh, yes, that was fun,”

said Little Bear.
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“Then I wish,” said Little Bear,
“a Mother Bear

would come to me and say,
“Would you like to hear a story?”
“Well,” said Mother Bear,

“maybe you can have that wish.

That is just a little wish.”

“Thank you, Mother,” said Little Bear.

i

“That was what I really wanted
all the time

“What kind of story would you

like to hear?” said Mother Bear.

“Tell me about me,”

said Little Bear.

“Tell me about things %

I once did.” %





22_1.png
Little Bear climbed to the top of a little hill,

and climbed to the top of a little tree,

a very little tree on the little hill,

and shut his eyes and jumped. §
eva
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“The moon looks just like the earth.

Well, well,” said Little Bear.
“The trees here look just like our trees.

The birds look just like our birds.
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Down, down he came with a big plop,

and down the hill he tumbled.

Then he sat up and looked around.
“My, my,” he said.

“Here I am on the moon.
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Little Bear put his arms around Mother Bear
He said, “Mother Bear, stop fooling.

You are my Mother Bear

and I am your Little Bear,

and we are on Earth, and you know it.

Now may I eat my lunch?”
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“Yes,” said Mother Bear,
“and then you will have your nap.
For you are my little bear,

and I know it.”
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LITTLE BEAR’S WISH
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" Look at that,” said Little Bear.

o
A

“Something to eat is on the table.

It looks like a good lunch for a little bear.”
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“And look at this,” he said.

“Here is a house that looks just like my hous:

I'll go in and see what kind of bears live here
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"Well,” said Mother Bear.
‘My little bear did the same thing.
de put onhis space helmet and flew to Earth.

0 I guessyou can have his lunch.”
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Mother Bear came in and said,

“But who is this?

Are you a bear from Earth?”
“Oh, yes, I am,” said Little Bear.
“I climbed a little hill,

and jumped from a little tree,

A

and flew here, just like the birds.”
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